PACIFISM   AND   VIOLENCE
individual sin becomes pardoned by the mere act of
socialisation, in the confessional.
Thus Catholicism symbolised the social nature of
feudalism ; the * tribe * was all Christendom. Its typical
act was the Crusade, the violent assault of Christendom
on paganism.
Protestantism, the religion of $he bourgeoisie, neces-
sarily revolted against tribal Catholicism. As a religion,
it * reformed * all the social elements in Catholicism.
It became Catholicism minus the social elements and
plus individualism. Authority was abandoned; die
priest, the repository of the magic and conscience of the
tribe was shorn of his power ; the prayers for the dead
and to the saints were umndividualistic, therefore pur-
gatory did not exist and the saints were helpless. JBadb
man was to be his own judge, bear his own sin, and
work out his own salvation. The notion of individual
guilt, as in Bunyan and the Puritans, reached a pitch it
had never achieved in Catholic countries. Hence too
the new phenomena of * conversion *, in which this
intolerable self-induced burden of guilt is thrown into
the bosom of Christ. For man cannot in fact live alone.
This conversion was evidence of it; that the individu-
alism of bourgeoisdom is only a facade, and that at the
very moment he proclaims it, the individual needs some
fictitious entity or Divine Scapegoat on whom he can
fling, in a final act of selfishness, the responsibility he
never completely bore.
Thus Pacifism, as a method of avoiding the moral
guilt of violence, is selfish.  The pacifist claims, as a
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